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Resource Education Program Unveils New Features 

Planning and Development’s Resource Education Pro-

gram recently unveiled expanded programming and 

educational tools as part of its offerings to local 

schools and students. The Resource Education Pro-

gram (REP) has historically helped connect schools to 

opportunities and incentives for recycling and reducing 

waste. Program-sponsored initiatives such as shoe col-

lection contests, as well as clean-air-themed bookmark 

design and “Trashformations” competitions have been 

longstanding hallmarks of the Program. Now in its 28th 

year, the REP is updating its range of services and pro-

grams to best meet the needs of private, public, and 

parochial Madison County educators.  

Starting this year, participating educators have been 

receiving the first-ever “Resource Education Program 

Guide for Educators”, a comprehensive catalog of edu-

cational offerings and resources. The creation of the 

guidebook was shaped by input from a program advi-

sory group, consisting of local parents, teachers, and 

administrators. After meeting with the advisory group 

and listening to needs of residents and educators, Pro-

gram Coordinator Eve Drueke developed the Program 

Guide to be a complete “one stop” resource for teach-

ers. Inside, interested educators can understand the 

scope and purpose of the program, find out how to 

obtain grants for school projects, access planning and 

goal-setting tools, and preview a set of twelve signa-

ture learning activities, now being offered to any 

school in the county, free of charge.  

The lessons and educational activities were developed 

by Drueke, a former classroom teacher, to help teach-

ers incorporate relevant and engaging curriculum on 

science, nature, and environmental management into 

their classrooms. Each lesson focuses on one of the 

REP’s three core learning topics: land, air, and water 

management, waste management and diversion, and 

Madison County ecology. Many lessons address multi-

ple subject areas, allowing educators to use county 

materials to satisfy learning standards in Language 

Arts, Reading, and Mathematics, in addition to Sci-

ence.  

Units of learning are designed for students in kinder-

garten through grade six and include titles such as 

“S.T.E.M. Exploration: Landfill Engineer”, “Trust Me, 

I’m a Professional: Water Quality Monitoring Lab”, and 

“Nature Counts: Categorizing Critters”.  

Continued on Page 2... 



Stormwater Management 
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SIUE Student Community Service Workday at Arlington Wetlands 

On Saturday August 19th approximately 20 incoming Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville (SIUE) students 

visited Arlington Wetlands to participate in a volunteer community service project to remove invasive plants. 

Arlington Wetlands is an 83-acre tract of wetland in Pontoon Beach which is overseen and managed by Madison 

County Planning & Development, Collinsville Area Recreation District, and HeartLands Conservancy. The wetland 

serves as a protected habitat for wildlife and aids in provid-

ing stormwater storage and clean water. 

SIUE’s Experience Community Service Day is an annual 

event for incoming freshmen. “We want to introduce the 

students to SIUE’s value of citizenship and what it means 

for them,” said Sarah Laux, assistant director of civic en-

gagement with SIUE’s Kimmel Student Involvement Center. 

“We want them to start early in providing service to their 

community and thinking about how they can give back.” 

The Arlington Wetland volunteer group was only one of a 

larger group of 650 students who participated in projects 

throughout the County.  

Continued from Page 1... 

In addition to meeting several learning standards, all 

lessons are designed to engage students with the nat-

ural world, understand how humans can take a bal-

anced approach to using and managing resources, 

and become equipped with the knowledge that will 

assist them in making informed decisions as future 

residents and community stewards.  

Many past participants have continued their enroll-

ment, while several new schools have signed up for 

the Resource Education Program for the first time. 

Curriculum materials and learning kits are scheduled 

for complete availability in early 2018. A digital ver-

sion of the “2017-2018 Resource Education Program 

Guide for Educators” is viewable on the Planning & 

Development website. 

Examples of lessons that can be found in the “Resource 

Education Program Guide for Educators” developed by 

Drueke for participating teachers 

A group of SIUE students volunteered at Arlington Wetlands 

to remove invasive plants as part of SIUE’s Experience 

Community Service Day 



Electronics Recycling Drive 

Planning & Development Staff partnered with 

community organizations to host a successful 

electronics recycling drive on Saturday, Septem-

ber 30th. The Watershed Nature Center provided 

their parking lot for the collection while the Amer-

ican Public Works Association’s Gateway Branch 

coordinated logistics and contracted the vendor, 

CJD E-Cycling, to handle the recycling. Planning & 

Development Stormwater and Resource Manage-

ment staff assisted with logistics and PR for the 

event. On the day of the event, nearly two 26’ box 

trucks were filled during the three hour collection. 

As of January 1, 2012, electronics have been 

banned from Illinois landfills. Electronics recycling 

drives such as this provide residents with a wel-

come disposal option. 

Customer Service & Building Permits 

Resource Management 

Interactions & Permits rise from 2016 to 2017 

The number of customer service interactions and building permits issued by P&D staff have risen from 2016 to 

2017 in both monthly and year-to-date figures. The Department experienced a 28% increase in phone calls and 

a 35% increase in walk-ins from September 2016 to September 2017. By the end of September this year, staff 

had received a total of 9331 phone calls and 3093 walk-ins, compared to the 8227 phone calls and 2762 walk-

ins received by the end of September last year. 

The number of building permits issued by the P&D Department 

also increased in both monthly and year-to-date figures from 

2016 to 2017. In September 2016, 110 building permits were is-

sued, while in September 2017, 136 building permits were is-

sued, an increase of 24%. By the end of September 2017, a total 

of 1144 building permits had been issued by the Department, an 

increase of 26% from the 910 building permits that had been is-

sued by the end of September 2016. Residential building permits, 

in particular, have risen 25% this year compared to last year. By 

the end of September this year, P&D had issued 133 residential 

permits, compared to the 106 residential permits that had been 

issued during the same time last year. 

Permits & Customer Service Interactions 

September 2016 vs. September 2017 

On September 30th, Planning & Development partnered with 

community organizations to host an electronics recycling drive 
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Stormwater Management 

On Friday, September 29th Planning & Development 

staff once again participated as a presenter at the 15th 

annual Water Festival. The Festival is coordinated by 

staff from the National Great Rivers Research and Edu-

cation Center and hosted on the Lewis and Clark Com-

munity College campus. At the festival, several hun-

dred fifth grade students and their teachers partici-

pate in a full day of educational activities and interac-

tive demonstrations promoting water resource aware-

ness. During this year’s event, Planning & Develop-

ment Stormwater staff helped present a hands-on les-

son about the water cycle for students from eight 

different schools. During the activity, students por-

trayed water molecules moving through the water cy-

cle while learning about evaporation, condensation, 

and precipitation while also visiting different “areas” 

of the earth such as clouds, ocean, animal, river, lake, 

glacier, plants, ground water, etc. During this portrayal 

students gained a better understanding of the intrica-

cies of the cycle, while also becoming more aware of 

how it can be affected and can impact the environ-

ment.  

P&D Staff Present at 15th Annual Water Festival 

P&D staff presented at the National Great Rivers Research & 

Education Center’s annual Water Festival on September 29th 


